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Activities, Events, and Special Rides Continue into Spring

D i r e c t o r ’ s  M e s s a g e

Greetings All!  Welcome to May!  
It’s been fun to be with many of 
our seasonal friends and many of 
you who we’ve missed during the 
Covid-19 travel restrictions.  It’s 
been a fun winter season and 
now time for spring.  Only one 
more month unti l hurricane 
season, as if anyone is looking 
forward to that.


Thank You, to all of our Road Captains who have 
volunteered to plan, lead and sweep our rides.  Thank 
you for all of the work you put into every chapter ride.


Thank You, also, to all of you who have volunteered to 
help with our chapter activities. i.e. grilling and events 
that helps support our H.O.G. Chapter and our 
Dealership.


A big Thank You to those that donated gifts for the 
Easter Bunny Toy Run and the children at Golisano 
Children’s Hospital.  The hospital staff was elated with 
the number of gifts and toys delivered on the day 
before Easter.  As we were asked to limit the number of 
motorcycles participating in the ride, we pushed to 
include our members and guests.  We are thankful for 
the riders that joined us!  We are hopeful that we can 
improve on our participation next year as Covid-19 
restrictions hopefully relax more and the hospital is 
comfortable with more bikes and guests.


The first Saturday in May is “International Female Ride 
Day.”  Janice Chartoff will lead our ride for this event 
and everyone is invited to attend.  Rockstar Harley-

Davidson has some neat activities planned to add and 
we look forward to a great day.  Don’t miss this 
opportunity to support and ride with our women riders.


The Sunrise/Sunset joint chapter ride is planned for 
May 13th, 14th, & 15th.  We will ride from Fort Myers to 
Palm Beach on Friday, May 13th.  We’ll stop at Sonny’s 
in Clewiston for lunch and arrive at Palm Beach Harley-
Davidson in the afternoon.  Hotel arrangements are still 
in process for us for Friday night.  We’ll have dinner 
with H.O.G. members from Palm Beach and Fort 
Lauderdale.


Saturday morning, May 14th, we will have a Sunrise 
Breakfast (not when the sun first comes up) with 
H.O.G. Members from Palm Beach and Fort 
Lauderdale and depart together for Fort Myers.  We’ll 
stop at the Tiki Hut in Clewiston for lunch and then 
continue on to Fort Myers.  Members from Palm Beach 
and Fort Lauderdale will spend the night at the Quality 
Inn and Suites near I-75 and Daniels.  We will all go to 
dinner and watch the sunset on Fort Myers Beach.


Sunday, May 15th, we will have breakfast together and 
the Palm Beach and Fort Lauderdale riders will depart 
for home.


This event has been cancelled twice because of 
Covid-19.  We are still organizing at both ends of the 
ride and an updated flyer will be made as soon as 
everything is set. Please watch for it on our Web Site, 
Facebook, and details in our Weekly Blast.  Please call, 
text or e-mail me if you are interested in joining us on 
this ride.

Bob Hotovy
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In Washington, D.C., we Harley people can spot a 
unique sign of spring, besides daffodils and fragile 
cherry blossoms.


Those gleaming white police bikes used by the Secret 
Service, D.C. and Park Police are back to two wheels. 
During the messy winter months, motor officers rode 
bikes fitted with sidecars to stay upright on icy and 
slushy streets.


In the spring, mechanics remove the sidecars and store 
them.


If you’ve spent time in Washington, you know there are 
seemingly endless motorcades and they slow traffic 
just as tourists do down here during the winter. These 
motorcades are escorted by the metro or the park 
police units, in all kinds of weather. Slow-speed 
parades such as those on Inauguration Day occur in all 
kinds of weather so the sidecars keep the rubber side 
down.


I got interested in the subject a few years, ago when 
the Washington Post reported that The Motor 
Company was discontinuing the manufacturing of 
police sidecars and that older sidecars wouldn’t be 
compatible with the newer bikes coming off the 
assembly lines. This article is still available online if 

you’re a sidecar geek like me and 
want to read more about these 
iconic accessories.


Costing at least $6,000 per unit, 
they were becoming hard to find, 
enough so that a mom-and-pop 
s h o p o u t W e s t s t a r t e d 
manufacturing them.


What spurred this little newsletter 
article was a recent Instagram 
post from the U.S. Park Police, which heralded the 
arrival of spring with a photo of a room full of detached 
white sidecars. They had been removed for springtime. 
One thing led to another, and I found myself on the 
website of the H-D police side of the business, wherein 
it was reported that the company was indeed back in 
the sidecar business.


So that was a relief. When I was a reporter in 
Washington, I’d often appreciate the beauty of the big 
white Harleys with the majestic sidecars, parked near 
the Capitol. Now that I live in Florida, it’s doubtful I will 
venture north in wintertime just to see them again. But 
I’m glad Harley is ensuring the longevity of the sidecar, 
as it should.

Steve Marshall

Ins and Outs of Harley Sidecar

A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r ’ s  M e s s a g e
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B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s

          

Photographer
Jerry Sowka

847-606-2544
jerrysowka@gmail.com

Webmaster
John Leone

516-984-4806
rockstarhog@gmail.com

Historian
John Leone

516-984-4806
johnleone116@gmail.com

Safety Officer
Steve Eagels
630-710-8184

seagels@comcast.net

Treasurer
Brenda Sheppard

443-280-0253
bsheppar@hotmail.com

Secretary
Janice Chartoff
703-371-6362

jchart777@gmail.com

Assistant Director
Steve Marshall
703-477-0240

stevem20194@yahoo.com

Membership & Goodwill
Anne Leone

516-242-3818
macktsbabe@gmail.com

Ladies of Harley
Anne Leone

516-242-3818
macktsbabe@gmail.com

Activities Officer
TBD

Head Road Captain
Fred Lamphear
586-612-2397

fredrshog@gmail.com

Editor
Fred Lamphear
586-612-2397

fredrshog@gmail.com

Quartermaster & 
Ambassador
Gary Mayer

973-202-3859
garywmayer@gmail.com

Director
Bob Hotovy

239-770-8202
justbobret@gmail.com

Chapter Manager
Cierra Crystal
239-275-4647 

marketing@rockstarharley.com

The Collier County Sheriff’s Office is offering a two-
day free course designed to enhance your 
motorcycle safety and riding abilities. Email Sgt. 
Robert Reuthe at 3817@colliersheriff.org for course 
dates.

mailto:3817@colliersheriff.org
mailto:macktsbabe@gmail.com
mailto:fredrshog@gmail.com
mailto:jerrysowka@gmail.com
mailto:macktsbabe@gmail.com


www.rockstarhog.com @RockstarHOG5

A L L  R I D E R S  A N D  T H E I R  PA S S E N G E R S  A R E  W E L C O M E  O N  O U R  R I D E S .

R o a d  C a p t a i n s - M a y  R i d e s

Day
Date

Time Destination Lead Road Captain Sweep Road Captain

Wednesday
5/4

9:30 AM
2Shea’s Salty Dog

Marco Island
Greg
Holmes

Kevin
Johnson

Saturday
5/7

9:30 AM
International Female Ride

Day
Janice
Chartoff

Fred
Lamphear

Sunday
5/8

11:30 AM
After Meeting Ride to BJ’s 

Brewhouse
Fort Myers

Fred
Lamphear

Ron
Maclean

Wednesday
5/11

9:30 AM
Harpoon Harry’s

Punta Gorda
Bill
Tatman

Charlie
DeHart

Friday
5/13

9:30 AM Sunrise/Sunset Ride To East 
Coast

Bob
Hotovy

Charlie
DeHart

Saturday
5/14

10:30 AM Sunrise/Sunset Ride Return 
To West Coast

Bob
Hotovy

Greg
Holmes

Sunday
5/15

TBD AM
Sunrise/Sunset Ride

Breakfast - More info to follow 
- Read Blast

Bob
Hotovy

Ron
Maclean

Wednesday
5/18

9:30 AM
Skunk Ape Museum & City 

Seaford
Everglades City

Bob
Hotovy

Greg
Holmes

Saturday
5/21

9:30 AM
Buckingham Farms

Fort Myers
Fred
Lamphear

Steve
Price

Wednesday
5/25

9:30 AM
Hog Bodies
Fort Myers

Greg
Holmes

Ron
Maclean

Monday
5/30

9:30 AM
Memorial Ride To National 

Cemetery
Sarasota

Fred
Lamphear

Bob
Hotovy
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M e m b e r  P h o t o s
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S e c r e t a r y ’ s  R e p o r t

April 2022 Board Meeting
The regular meeting of the Rockstar H.O.G. Chapter 
Board of Directors was called to order at 5:40 PM on 
APRIL 4, 2022 by Bob.

Holiday Party updates: MotorClothes will sell tickets and 
keep a roster of the members who buy them, so no 
physical tickets will be issued. The party committee will 
meet in July to discuss decorations.

Bike Fest: To avoid VIB point confusion, Bob and John 
recommended that only one person enter the numbers of 
those who volunteer. John recommended granting Sheets 
editing rights to store employee Shayla Schwister. The 
motion was passed by all. 

Easter Bunny Toy Run will be April 16, to Golisano 
Children’s Hospital of Southwest Florida. It is now okay 
for up to 75 motorcycles to park on the grounds and Bob 
has the map showing where the parking will be. A chase 
car is also welcomed to drop off gifts. 

Fly Your Bra Ride – Lisa Velasco and Ally LaValley have 
taken over as event leaders and Lisa has secured a 
police escort and the participation of Pink Heals, who 
provide the pink fire apparatus and crews in pink gear. 
The Everblades game on April 16 will benefit the Fly 
Your Bra Ride and Lisa is working on a Mighty Mussels 
benefit in June. 

Membersh ip and renewa l 
update: Rockstar H.O.G. now 
has 200 members with national 
memberships and signed forms.

Inventory update: Chapter shirts 
have arrived. Caps are pending.

Proposed that we provide a 
H.O.G. application bonus to 
encourage sa lespeople to 
promote chapter membership. All approved

 A Sunrise-Sunset Ride is scheduled for May 13, 14 and 
15th. This will be with members of Palm Beach and 
Alligator Alley chapters. Details will be forthcoming.

Treasurer’s Report: Brenda reported we are down 
nearly $1,000 from last month but she cited valid 
expenditures as the reason.

Gifts for Visitors: The Chapter will obtain promotional 
gifts from the dealer to give to visiting H.O.G. members.

John Leone requests a new computer to power the 
Chapter TV in the dealership Café. The current 
computer is obsolete. He recommends a Lenovo Form 
Factor machine, a small computer. The computer, 
bracket and estimated tax total $683.69 . Motion to 
acquire made and approved by all.

Janice Chartoff
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Ever thought of becoming a 
Road Captain in the Rockstar 
H.O.G. Chapter?

The qualifications are simple. 
Are you a member of the 
chapter? Can you ride your 
motorcycle safely, with 
confidence and skill? Do you 
have a friendly personality?

If you answered yes to all 3 questions you’re qualified 
to be a Road Captain.

But you ask, what are the benefits to being a Road 
Captain in the Rockstar H.O.G. Chapter?

Here’s a few:

• Road Captains have the recognition, respect and 
appreciation of the chapter officers, chapter 
members and dealership personnel for their skills 
and abilities to perform their responsibilities and 
safely lead and sweep chapter rides.

• As a Lead Road Captain you can choose the 
chapter ride destination, route and stops along the 
way.

• As a Sweep Road Captain you provide the 
confidence to group riders that someone always 
has their back.

• The more active you are in the chapter the more 
membership will mean to you. You will meet more 
members and form lasting friendships.

• You will be fulfilling the H.O.G. mantra of “Ride 
and Have Fun”. Not only for yourself but also for 
members who want to participate in chapter group 
rides.

• Rockstar H-D appreciates and shows their support 
for chapter Road Captains with additional VIB 
points (over and above what group riders receive) 
every time they lead, sweep and participate in 
dealer events such as demo rides, bikefests, etc. 
Depending on the event the dealership sometimes 
doubles and triples the VIB points for Road 
Captain volunteers. Those VIB points turn into 
cash for use on dealership merchandise and 
service.

Yes, there’s a little more time and work involved as 
you prepare to lead a ride. But that shouldn’t be a 
deterrent. That little bit of extra effort is more than 
rewarded when you reach your destination, and hear 
riders in your group say, “good ride”, “great route”, 
“love this destination”, “can I get a copy of that route?” 
and more.

You get out of your chapter membership what you’re 
willing to put into it. Contact Fred Lamphear if you’d 
like to become a Rockstar H.O.G. Chapter Road 
Captain.

Fred Lamphear

Reasons For Becoming A Rockstar H.O.G. Road Captain

H e a d  R o a d  C a p t a i n
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L a d i e s  o f  H a r l e y  M e s s a g e

LOH Activities and Involvement Are Gaining Momentum

I want to welcome back all our lady riders as we had 
our first meeting right after the general membership 
meeting in March. It was a success. Thank you ladies.

Two of these wonderful ladies have stepped up and 
will co-chair our FLY YOUR BRA RIDE which will be 
on October 8th, so save the date.  These wonderful 
ladies will change it up a little as we will do some in-
house fund raising for this event.  Please keep an eye 
out in the blast for all updated event information. This 
is a wonderful charity that helps women who have 
suffered from Breast Cancer.  I know there are sadly 
other cancers that have had an impact on all of us. 
Our LOH group goes above and beyond to support all 
like causes. Thank you, ladies, as always for your 
hard work.   

My goal is to celebrate, on a monthly basis, events 
such as engagements, weddings, birth of a child and/
or grandchild, and anniversaries. I want to use this 
column to offer congratulations every month.  With 
that being said, I will start with a Happy Mother’s Day 
to all the moms, aunts, grandmothers, great 
grandmothers (and even those called Mr. Moms). I 

hope you all have a wonderful 
day and celebrate yourselves 
for all the wonderful things life 
has to offer us.

May 7th is International Female 
Ride Day! Our own Janice 
Chartoff is leading the chapter 
ride with all participating female 
riders right behind her. Guys are 
welcome but will follow the gals on this group ride. 
Current plans are for the ride to loop back to Rockstar 
H-D as Cierra has some special plans to celebrate this 
day as well.

Please let me know if you have any questions or ideas 
moving forward as they are always welcome.   You 
can reach me by email at Macktsbabe@gmail.com or 
text at 516-242-3818.  I am here to listen to all 
concerns and ideas.   

Next meeting will be in June after the chapter meeting 
as I’m sure everyone will want to rush home on May 
8th.  

Be safe and ride on.

Anne Leone

Also, as membership Officer I’d like to share with 
you a great way to access our chapter website. 
Our webmaster has created this new QR code. 
Just scan it with the camera on your smart 
phone.
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A big welcome to new and 
renewing members.  I would like 
to remind everyone that they must 
keep their national H.O.G. 
membership up-to-date as it is a 
requirement to maintain chapter 
membership. Please email me 
your  new expiration dates.

I have been busy mailing 
membership cards to all new 

members and anyone else who has requested one. If 
you need one don’t hesitate to contact me. If you are not 
getting our weekly blasts please send me your current 
email address so I can update our database.

Also, please email me your VIB numbers as there are 
many missing. VIB numbers in our database assure you 
are getting your correct VIB points. Email me at 
MACKTSBABE@GMAIL.COM.  

Our membership total is 200 and continues to grow. If 
you know anyone who is not a member please 

encourage them to join our chapter as we are more than 
a chapter, we are H.O.G. family and always look out and 
care about each other.  You can do this simply by 
downloading it from our website or go directly to the 
dealership and drop it in the mailbox with your $20 cash 
or check.  You may also mail it directly to the dealership 
if you are out of town or just find it easier 

Our website is www.rockstar.com and the address to 
mail to is

Rockstar H.O.G. Chapter 4352

9501 Thunder Road

Fort Myers, Florida 33913

To renew your national H.O.G membership

Call – 1-800- 258-2464

Website- H-D .com/HOG

Remember one nice part is roadside assistance 
1-888-443-5896 (24 hours a day.)

Remember to save December 10th for our Holiday party.

Our Chapter is Growing

Anne Leone

M e m b e r s h i p  &  G o o d w i l l

Member Spotlight
Meet Joe Belanger

Joe  has been riding motorcycles 
for over 37 years.

Joe’s first motorcycle was a 1987 
Suzuki 500cc

Joe currently rides a 2009 Harley-
Davidson Super Glide Custom
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The National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health (NIOSH), part of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), recommends that 
workers should not be exposed to sound levels above 
85 decibels  in an eight-hour work day, and notes that 
noise levels of 100 decibels become damaging to the 
ear after just 15 minutes of exposure. Testing done by 
researchers from the University of South Alabama and 
William Patterson University, using an acoustically 
engineered dummy head and microphones, found that 
at speeds above 40 kph (about 25 mph), wind noise 
surpassed any noise from the motorcycle. At the 
highest speed tested, 120 kph (about 74 mph), noise 
exceeded 100 decibels at all the frequencies they 
measured.

Put those two facts together and you get this: If you 
ride your motorcycle at highway speeds for more than 
15 minutes without ear protection, you're damaging 
your hearing.

Why earplugs make you safer

Our ears are not designed to work at 100 decibels. 
Humans didn't evolve in an environment where we 
were riding motorcycles, operating chain saws, 
working in factories, etc.

And that's why earplugs don't reduce your safety. 
Earplugs don't "block out" sounds you need to hear, 
such as sirens, other vehicles, horns blowing, and so 
on. They reduce the overall sound pressure so that 
your ears can operate in a more natural range. This 

lets you distinguish sounds 
better. You're  more  likely to 
hear that siren because your 
ears aren't overwhelmed with 
100+ decibels of pressure.

There's another way wearing 
earplugs makes you safer. 
When I began using earplugs I 
immediately noticed that I felt 
much less fatigued, especially on 
long rides. We're all more likely to make mistakes 
when we're tired. Using earplugs improves your odds.

So which earplugs should I buy?

Disposable foam earplugs work fine for most people.  
The key with foam earplugs is using them correctly. 
Roll them tight, insert into the ear canal and let them 
expand to fill the space. If they feel loose, try again. 
Tugging upward and backward on the top of your ear 
with one hand while inserting the earplug with the 
other is helpful for many people because it straightens 
the ear canal.

Other kinds of earplugs are also available, up to 
custom-molded plugs made just for you. The good part 
is that none of the options are expensive, except for 
the custom-made earplugs, so you can experiment 
with different kinds and find what works best for you.

The sooner you begin taking steps to preserve your 
hearing, the better the results will sound.

.

S a f e t y  O f f i c e r ’ s  M e s s a g e

Riding Motorcycles Can Make You Happier..And Hard Of Hearing

Steve Eagels
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Rockstar H.O.G. Chapter is involved in several 

charity rides, memorial rides and events throughout 

the year.  Read this newsletter, our calendar, our 

Facebook page and our website for up-to-date

information and scheduling.

Road Captain Planning Meeting - 1st Thursday

BOD Meeting - 1st Monday

General Membership Meeting - 2nd Sunday

Chapter Grilling @ Rockstar H-D - Various Weekends
See Calendar Insert for Date &Times

rockstarhog.com

@RockstarHOG

Monthly Events

Annual Events

Weekly Rides

C h a p t e r  E v e n t  S c h e d u l e
G U E S T S  W E L C O M E  a t  A L L  C H A P T E R  E V E N T S

2 Weekly Rides

Wednesday - Road Captain’s Choice

Saturday - Scheduled Destination

See Calendar Insert for Dates & Times

A Monthly Publication of Rockstar H.O.G. Chapter
Ft. Myers, Florida

Editor and Publisher - Fred Lamphear


