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Summer Is Here and We’re Not Letting The Heat Slow Us Down

D i r e c t o r ’ s  M e s s a g e

Greetings All!  Welcome to June!  
Welcome Summer!  Welcome 
Rainy Season!  Not so welcome 
Hurricane Season!  We have 
some fun activities planned this 
month.  I hope many of you can 
join us for our activities and on 
our Rides.


Thank you to our Road Captains 
for some great rides.  They put a 

lot of effort into our rides and deserve a lot of credit for 
their safe guidance to interesting destinations.  We 
cannot control the weather and will alter our plans to 
avoid risks in bad weather.  Our Road Captains will 
make decisions for our safety.  Please thank them!


We plan to continue Wednesday and Saturday Rides 
through the Summer.  Wednesday Rides may be 
“Riders Choice Rides.”  In this case, the riders present 
will select a destination, the route, and the Road 
Captain, if one has not volunteered.  This has the 
potential to be a lot of fun!


We’re going to start the month with a fun night at 
Hammond Stadium, on Saturday, June 4th, at 6:00 PM.  
The Fort Myers Mighty Mussels ball team has offered 
to donate $5.00 from every $15.00 ticket sold to our 
Chapter to support the “Fly Your Bra Ride” charities.  


We are invited to parade our motorcycles around the 
ball field, stop for our National Anthem, then leave the 
ball field prior to the ball game.  We can then see the 
game and the post-game concert by “The Sidewalk 
Prophets.”


This game is part of the Mussels’, “Cancer Sucks” 
series and they will be wearing specialty pink jerseys.  
This should be a fun event and we encourage all of you 
to attend, bring some guests, and help support the “Fly 
Your Bra Ride” event and raise money to help breast 
cancer victims and survivors.  Please watch our Weekly 
Blast for updates and ride details.


Thank you to all of you who have Volunteered to help 
with our Chapter Activities.  Grilling is an opportunity 
for us to make money from tips for whatever we serve 
at Dealership events.  This is also an opportunity to 
work together, learn more about each other and recruit 
new members.  We have 2 grilling dates in June:	
Sunday, June 5th – Burgers and Brats


Saturday, June 25th – Biker Breakfast


Please call me to volunteer to help.


On Sunday, June 26th, we will be having a “Chapter 
Pot Luck Dinner and Fun Day.”  Our dinner and 
activities will be in the Triple Tree Room at Rockstar 
Harley-Davidson.  Music will be provided by locally 
famous “D.J. Flash.”  There will also be some surprise 
fun activities.  Please sign-up to bring your specialty 
dish at our June Chapter Meeting.  Watch for our 
starting time in our Weekly Blast.  This will be a fun 
event that you surely won’t want to miss.  I look 
forward to seeing you there.


We are always looking for new and interesting places to 
go on our rides.  Please send us any ideas.  We 
appreciate your help and want fresh ideas!


It is always great to see you on our rides!  We have the 
fantastic opportunity to ride every month of the year.  
Don’t Hibernate!  Participate!  We would rather enjoy 
our rides with you than tell you about them!


Don’t forget to put our Holiday Party on your calendar:  


Saturday, December 10th, at the Holiday Inn, Fort 
Myers Airport.


Thank you, again, to everyone who Volunteers to help 
with our Chapter activities!


Have a Great Month!  Ride with a smile!


Just Bob


Bob Hotovy
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I was happy to learn that some Rockstar members 
enjoyed my brief look at Harley sidecars in last month’s 
newsletter — it was fun to research and write.


In this article, I want to preview some upcoming Harley 
festivities by reviewing mail in my inbox that sometimes 
gets overlooked.


Back on April 25, the Motor Company sent out a “save 
the date,” for its U.S. celebration of Harley’s 120th 
anniversary. It’s never too early to plan for a Harley 
event, so here’s the relevant text:


“Join us as we celebrate Harley-Davidson’s 120th 
Anniversary with the launch of Harley-Davidson 
Homecoming, an annual H-D festival held in 
Milwaukee, WI. The inaugural four-day event will come 
to life from July 13 – 16, 2023 and welcomes riders, 
enthusiasts and fans to come together in celebration of 
Harley-Davidson and motorcycle culture.”


There is also a Homecoming Challenge app you may 
sign up for if so inclined. There is already information 
on lodging including hotels and campgrounds on the 
website. As the proud rider of a 115th Anniversary 
Heritage, I’m wondering if this upcoming event makes 
my bike obsolete? Nah!


Also, a few days ago, our H.O.G. regional manager, 
Bruce Motta, sent out an email with some interesting 
statistics that I’ll borrow to share. Bruce likes when 
officers share information, so there’s no secret here:


“Here’s something interesting we 
observed while crunching the 
numbers from the 2021 Mileage 
Challenges. The average number 
of miles ridden by all H.O.G. 
members is about 3,000 miles 
per year. This average includes 
everyone who recorded as few 
as one official mile in the Annual 
Challenge all the way up to those 
who rode 100,000 or more (we 
had several members who did so!). 
That’s a pretty good number, and it gets better. For 
members who rode at least 1,000 miles during the year, 
their average goes up to more than 7,500 miles. This 
tells us two things. First, there are too many bikes 
sitting idly in garages not being ridden enough. And 
second, that the more you ride, the more you want to 
ride and the more you will ride.”


Just a reminder that the Rockstar service department 
will register your mileage. I believe they recommend a 
reading early in the year and a reading later in the year, 
so you get credit for the year of riding. I had some 
trouble navigating the Harley website to find my miles 
until I Googled “Harley Ride 365” and my personal 
stats popped up. Let me know how you fare.


Steve Marshall

Harley’s 120th Anniversary Celebration Is In 2023

A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r ’ s  M e s s a g e
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A L L  R I D E R S  A N D  T H E I R  PA S S E N G E R S  A R E  W E L C O M E  O N  O U R  R I D E S .

R o a d  C a p t a i n s - J u n e  R i d e s

Day
Date

Time Destination Lead Road Captain Sweep Road Captain

Wednesday
6/1

9:30 AM
All Star Sports Grille

Port Charlotte
Kevin
Johnson

Greg
Holmes

Saturday
6/4

9:30 AM
Runway Cafe

Sebring Airport
Larry 
Burgess

Larry
Shorter

Wednesday
6/8

9:30 AM
Silver Star East

Myakka
Larry
Burgess

Bill
Tatman

Saturday
6/11

9:30 AM
Culver’s

Fort Myers
Steve
Marshall

Larry
Shorter

Wednesday
6/15

9:30 AM
 Boat House Tiki Bar & Grille

Fort Myers
Greg
Holmes

Kevin
Johnson

Saturday
6/18

9:30 AM
Duffy’s Sports Bar

Estero
Janice
Chartoff

Steve
Marshall

Wednesday
6/22

9:30 AM
Road Captain Bill’s House

Cape Coral
Bill
Tatman

Larry
Burgess

Saturday
6/25

9:30 AM
Gator’s

Punta Gorda
Larry
Shorter

Bill
Tatman

Wednesday
6/29

9:30 AM
McAlister’s

Naples
Fred
Lamphear

Larry
Burgess
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M a y  R i d e  W i t h  S i s t e r  C h a p t e r s
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S e c r e t a r y ’ s  R e p o r t

May 2022 Board Meeting
The regular meeting of the Rockstar H.O.G. Chapter 
Board of Directors was called to order at 5:32 PM on 
MAY 2, 2022 by Bob. The meeting was held at Rockstar 
Harley-Davidson.

Strategic Planning Committee Update: Committee had 
suggested a picnic Sunday, June 26 at Barron’s Park in 
LaBelle. The purpose was to have a summer social event 
to bring members together while music played. The 
board tweaked this idea to make the event a pot luck to 
be held at the dealer on the same date. 

Holiday Party updates: The DJ fee has increased $50. 
All agreed. Anne will work with the DJ regarding the type 
of music we want. Janice to include info in the Blast on 
pre-ordering tickets and how to pay. 

Fly Your Bra Ride – The T-shirt vendor will be donating 
the event T-shirts. Fundraiser Saturday, June 4, at the 
Mighty Mussels game as part of their Cancer Sucks 
series. Gates open at 5 p.m. and the game starts at six. 
Ticket price is $15 with $5 going to the FYBR. Possible 
motorcycle parking area may be available in the parking 
lot. There is also the possibility that we may be able to 
ride our bikes onto the field for the national anthem.

Membership and renewal update: Rockstar H.O.G. now 
has 203 active members with two missing the US 
H.O.G. numbers. Membership recruitment presentation 
at Riding Academy: Bob has been attending every 
Wednesday and Sunday for three months,. Anne, Steve 
M. and Brenda volunteered to assist

Inventory update: Gary filled the pre-paid hat orders 
from the second shipment as the first shipment has 
been delayed until May 11. Patch sales are good, T-
shirts have arrived and a price list and inventory list can 

be found with the merchandise in 
the closet. If you sell any 
merchandise, please fill in the 
sales sheet and put the money in 
the chapter mailbox. A new 
catalog is coming out so Gary 
wi l l advise on pr ices and 
discounts.

Dea le r -Chap te r re l a t i ons : 
Upcoming grilling dates are May 21 and 28 and June 5, 
and a breakfast on June 25. The breakfast setup is at 9 
am with pancakes and sausage on the menu. New 
Member Enrollment Reward Program for Rockstar Staff 
was presented to the staff on April 15 and is now in 
effect as of May 1. The dealer offered to match the 
chapter’s $25 award.

Sunrise-Sunset Ride is scheduled for May 13, 14 and 
15th. This will be with members of Palm Beach and 
Alligator Alley chapters. Bob encouraging members to 
participate; 11 are signed up.

Treasurer’s Report: Brenda reported that our funds are 
down a bit because of board-approved expenditures.

The Bunny Run was a big success and the children’s 
hospital staff was very grateful. Board members’ 
comments and reports: Fred said we need more of the 
orange road captain vests. Jerry moved and Anne 
seconded that Fred buy three more from MotorClothes 
and all approved. John Leone recommended that 
everyone check the changes made to the website: the 
Blast gets posted when it arrives; Jerry’s photos are 
posted in albums. The new Café computer is working 
great; and Shayla has been doing a great job posting 
and updating VIB points.

Janice Chartoff
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National H.O.G. and Harley-
Davidson say that  “Anyone can 
Lead a Chapter Ride”.

That may be true, but not 
everyone can be a Road 
Captain.

Being a Road Captain takes 
time and dedication. The only 
reward is the appreciation of 

those that you take out in a ride and the self 
gratification that comes from sharing what you enjoy 
with others. These are volunteer positions and the 
best reward is the warm fuzzy feeling you get from 
helping others.

Anyone signing up to be a Road Captain for the 
perceived prestige, or an ego trip, should stay home. 
Sometimes this perceived perception of prestige, 
authority and achievement attracts the wrong 
applicants for the job. Luckily for the Rockstar H.O.G 
Chapter we have none of these types of Road 
Captains in our group. But if you’re thinking of 
becoming a Rockstar Road Captain keep this in mind.

We want people who show up for Road Captain 
planning meetings and sign up to take rides. It’s not 
an easy position, but it can be a fun position. When 

you’re the lead Road Captain you get to plan every 
aspect of the ride; time, route, stops, destination and 
more.

Road Captains frequently ask, “how do I know I’m 
doing it well?” If you are practicing all the safety 
precautions recommended by the MSF and your 
riders are having fun and the same riders keep 
coming back for more rides…., then you’re doing a 
good job. If you realize you’re not perfect and strive to 
always learn more and stay humble, then you’re the 
right person for the job. If you constantly challenge 
yourself to do better and can balance being an 
authority figure with being accommodating then this is 
the right position for you.

Our Road Captain ranks thin out during the summer 
months as many volunteers return North for the 
summer. We are always looking to find new Road 
Captain volunteers with the above personality, 
outlook, and the desire to participate. Contact Fred 
Lamphear if you’d like to be a Rockstar H.O.G. Road 
Captain. You’ll never regret it.

A million Thanks to all our Rockstar Road Captains!

Excerpts taken from “Road Captain Tips” by Jay Green

Fred Lamphear

It Takes Dedication To Be A Road Captain

H e a d  R o a d  C a p t a i n
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L a d i e s  o f  H a r l e y  M e s s a g e

LOH Activities and Involvement Are Gaining Momentum

I want to welcome back all our lady riders as we had 
our first meeting right after the general meeting in 
March and it was a success thank you ladies. I would 
like to have a short meeting after our June chapter 
meeting to catch up with everyone 

Two of these wonderful ladies have stepped up and 
will co-chair our FLY YOUR BRA RIDE which will be 
on October 8th so save the date.  These wonderful 
ladies will change it up a little as we will do some in 
house fund raising for this event.  Please keep an eye 
out in the blast for all updated information about this 
wonderful event. I want to add this is a wonderful 
charity that helps women who have suffered from 
Breast Cancer.  I know there are sadly other cancers 
that have had an impact on all of us as our LOH 
chapter goes above and beyond to support this.  
Thank you, ladies, as always for your hard work.   

I want to also be able to celebrate us every month 
whether it’s an engagement, wedding, birth of a child, 

grandchild, or anniversary I 
want to say congratulations in 
this column every month.  With 
that being said, I will start it with 
thank you Brenda Sheppard for 
all you do to help our chapter. It 
is a pleasure to work hand in 
hand with you on all our 
endeavors. Ladies remember to 
always celebrate yourselves for 
all the wonderful things you have accomplished.

Please let me know if you have any question or ideas 
moving forward as they are always welcome.   You 
can reach me by email or text me at 
Macktsbabe@gmail.com or text at 516-242-3818.  I 
am here to listen to all concerns and ideas.   

Our next meeting will be on June 12 after the chapter 
meeting.

Be safe and ride on.

Anne Leone

Also, as membership Officer I’d like to share with 
you a great way to access our chapter website. 
Our webmaster has created this new QR code. 
Just scan it with the camera on your smart 
phone.
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Let’s have a BIG WELCOME TO 
OUR NEW AND RENEWING 
MEMBERS as we now have an 
active rooster of, drum roll please, 
205 members.  We are all once 
again enjoying the beautiful 
Florida sunshine and great riding 
weather and I would like to remind 
everyone that they must keep 
their national H.O.G. membership 

up to date as it is a requirement of every H.O.G. chapter 
across the world and please email me the new expiration 
dates it would be greatly appreciated.

I have been busy mailing out membership cards to all 
our new members and anyone who has requested a new 
one, which if you need one, please reach out to me and I 
will mail one to you.  With that in mind, if you are not 
getting our weekly blasts Janice emails them out every 
Sunday night so if you changed your email please let me 
know so that I can update it in our database immediately. 

Please email me your VIB numbers as there are many 
missing, and this allows us to make sure you are always 
getting your correct points. As we continue to receive 
both new and renewal forms our active roster is growing. 
I am also happy to say besides our membership growing 
we are also attracting year-round residents also which is 
wonderful as we can ride year-round here. 

If you know anyone who is not a member please 
encourage them to join our chapter as we are more than 
a chapter, we are H.O.G. family and always look out and 
care about each other.  You can do this simply by 
downloading it from our website or go directly to the 
dealership and drop it in the mailbox with your $20 cash 
or check.  You may also mail it directly to the dealership 
if you are out of town or just find it easier 

Our website is www.rockstar.com and the address to 
mail to is Rockstar H.O.G. Chapter 4352, 9501 Thunder 
Road, Fort Myers, Florida 33913

To renew your national H.O.G , Call – 1-800- 258-2464 
Website- H-D .com/HOG

Our Chapter Continues to Grow

Anne Leone

M e m b e r s h i p  &  G o o d w i l l

Member Spotlight
Meet Joe LaValley

Joe  has been riding motorcycles 
for 38 years.

Joe’s first motorcycle was a 1985 
Roadster

Joe currently rides a 2021 Harley-
Davidson Tri-Glide
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Most motorcycle manufacturers suggest that the brake 
fluid be changed or flushed every 2 to 3 years, and the 
level should be checked approximately every 100 to 
200 miles. Air bubbles can infiltrate the master cylinder 
reservoir and affect the brake pads. The master 
cylinder should be filled with the right brake fluid. Fluid 
manufacturers recommend glycol based fluids and 
silicone based fluids for the master cylinder reservoir. 
Mixing brands and old fluid affect the master cylinder 
and hinder the flow of brake fluid regularly. The brake 
system and brake pads have a direct impact on the 
master cylinder of the motorcycle.

Why you Should Flush the Brake Fluid

Brake fluid doesn’t last forever. Over time, with 
constant heating, then cooling, it begins to degrade 
and because glycol based brake fluids are 
hygroscopic, it absorbs water. If the water content 
within the brake fluid gets to be too high, it can be less 
effective or can cause damage to your calipers, 
resulting in an expensive repair.

While not as common, sometimes a leaky seal, leaking 
hose clamp or simply not putting the reservoir lid on 
properly, can cause air to get into the brake lines. This 
will cause mushy and ineffective braking and the best 
way to get rid of the air is to flush the brake fluid. Be 
sure to repair or replace any parts that may have been 
causing the leak in the first place.

Lastly, the brake fluid could 
become dirty or contaminated if 
the reservo i r covers a re 
removed without proper care in 
keeping the work area clean of 
dust and debris.

When you check the fluid level, 
a l w a y s m a k e s u r e t h e 
motorcycle is standing upright 
so you get an accurate reading. 
Sometimes, to check the front reservoir, you have to 
turn your handlebars slightly to make sure the 
reservoir is flat, or level to the ground.

Each time you ride, or every week or two, do a visual 
inspection of both front and rear fluid levels. Top them 
off if necessary before you ride.

A few precautions to take:

·   Don’t use DOT 3 brake fluid in your motorcycle. The 
boiling point is too low which could result in brake 
failure.

·   Never mix DOT 5 with ANY other brake fluid. It is 
silicone based while all other brake fluids are glycol 
based.

·   Dispose of used brake fluid properly based on the 
waste and disposal regulations. Do not dump it down 
the drain or on the ground. That’s just nasty.

S a f e t y  O f f i c e r ’ s  M e s s a g e

Should I Change My Brake Fluid? Brake Fluid Tips

Steve Eagels
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Rockstar H.O.G. Chapter is involved in several 

charity rides, memorial rides and events throughout 

the year.  Read this newsletter, our calendar, our 

Facebook page and our website for up-to-date

information and scheduling.

Road Captain Planning Meeting - 1st Thursday

BOD Meeting - 1st Monday

General Membership Meeting - 2nd Sunday

Chapter Grilling @ Rockstar H-D - Various Weekends
See Calendar Insert for Date &Times

rockstarhog.com

@RockstarHOG

Monthly Events

Annual Events

Weekly Rides

C h a p t e r  E v e n t  S c h e d u l e
G U E S T S  W E L C O M E  a t  A L L  C H A P T E R  E V E N T S

2 Weekly Rides

Wednesday - Road Captain’s Choice

Saturday - Scheduled Destination

See Calendar Insert for Dates & Times

A Monthly Publication of Rockstar H.O.G. Chapter
Ft. Myers, Florida

Editor and Publisher - Fred Lamphear


